
��� ��� �� �	
� � �������� ��� �����
Judy Gerry 
Copyright @ 2003

2

The ����������� of Teaching the Bible

Table of Contents

Introduction 3

1. � - Attitude 4

2. � � Background 15

3. � � Content 24

4. � � Delivery 36

Getting and keeping their attention
How to ask good questions
Dealing with �challenges� during in class

5. � � Delivery 46

Visual Aids
Object lessons

6. ��� Delivery 52

Parables
Dramas and skits

7. � � Delivery 57

Drawings
Songs
Humor

8. � � Delivery 64

�����������	
�����������
������������
�
The goal of Bible Study
How to lead a person to Christ
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Chapter Two

��� - Background  

 �����
����������"� �%������
�������������������������� �������on of the word.

4�
�����
�������
������������������ �
���� ���
��������������
�����������
subject.  Many Bible teachers assume that if they have an accurate, well thought
out lesson, that presenting ������������� �
���� �3��������������������� ��at 
material.

Yet, teaching is more than dispensing information. The Hebrew terms for
�������������� for ���������� come from the same root word.  The English
����������������
�������������
��������
�����#��������
��5���!����������� �
�
inexorably intertwined with learning!��%�����
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front of a class; teaching is what happens in the student.  If no learning is taking
place; no teaching is happening.

In order to maximize learning, a teacher needs to consider how to best 
communicate with their specific audience.  One key element to take into account
is the background of your students.  For example,

� It would be futile to teach a class in English to an audience who only 
spoke Japanese.

� It would be ineffective to teach two year olds a three hour seminary-
level class in homiletics.

� It would probably not be very productive to teach the lineage of 
Babylonian kings to a group of pagan Aborigines.
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The second question that a teacher should ask about the audience is;
 ����������	�	 �	���	��	������		���������	�"����!

Ask the Lord to reveal to you ��� ������������������� ������� ��������!��4���
often than not, those whom you are teaching are not aware themselves of what 
they need to learn, or hear, from the Lord.

How do the following passages indicate that the Lord was able to look beyond
�������
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10. John 4:4-15

According to verses 7 and 15, what did this woman perceive her need to be?

What did Jesus identify as being her real need?

In what specific ways did Jesus communicate with this woman in a way 
that she would understand?

11. Matthew 9:2-7

What was this man	
 perceived need?

What did Jesus identify as being ���
����	
����������"

#�	 ������$�	��������������	�
�	���������������%� &���
�������	����������
the students will understand what I am saying�!  People cannot learn from a
teacher who is unable to communicate with them.  

The following verses give ����� ��
�����
����������	
��������
��#����������
!��
How did understanding the background of their audience help these people to
communicate more effectively?

12. Acts 21:39-22:2

13. Ezekiel 3:4-8
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Chapter Four

��� - Delivery
� Getting and keeping their attention
� How to ask good questions
� Dealing with �challenges� during in class

��������
��
��������������� �
�������������������� but some Bible classes seem
dead and stiff.  What a shame!  The Bible should never be boring.  As a matter of 
fact, the Bible is NOT boring; but some teachers are!

%����	�������������
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�����
natural ability or innate talent that makes a good Bible teacher, it is the power of 
God flowing through empty vessels. The Apostle Paul was certainly not a boring
teacher!  Yet, what do the following verses reveal ������7���	
�
���#��� �������"

1. I Corinthians 2:1-5

2. II Corinthians 10:10, 11

3. II Corinthians 11:6

7���	
���������������������������
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Paul bold in speaking, even though he spoke in weakness, fear and trembling.  
And God can do the same thing in our lives.

������������ ������������ ���
�������������������������������������������0��������
communicator.

Getting and keeping their attention:

Have you ever noticed that some teachers seem to be more interesting than
others; even when they are teaching the same material?  How do certain
teachers manage to keep our attention?  What is their secret that keeps students 
on the edge of their seats?

There really are certain techniques that can help anyone to become a better
������������!� $��	
�������������#��� through a typical teaching experience.














